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Dear Friends, 
 
It is an honor to present VSA Floridaôs 2012 Annual Report.  Our impact 
was great in the number of programs providedðbut even more  
important are the stories from the lives we touched.  I know you will be 
amazed to see all that we accomplished!  Our work is broken down into 
the following: 
 
¶ My Art My Way Artist Residency Programs 
¶ Regional Program Coordinators 
¶ Statewide Program Partners 
¶ Exhibitions 
¶ Professional Development Program for Teachers 
¶ Progessional Development for Cultural Organizations 
¶ Professional Development for Teaching Artists 
¶ Extensive Outreach Program 
 

 
 

Mission Statement:  VSA Floridaôs mission is to create a society where people with disabilities 

can learn through, participate in and enjoy the arts. 

ñMy students struggled with more unstructured creative time.  They 
were hesitant at first but then threw themselves into the project 
wholeheartedly. Having creative down time was a welcomed relief for 
my ESE students as they work really hard on academics every day.  
My students took pride in every aspect of the beautiful mosaic they      
created. They bring adults and other students into the classroom on 
a regular basis to show off this artwork.  Great vocabulary and math 
concepts taught throughout the project.ò - Classroom Teacherð
Brevard County 
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My Art, My Way Residency Programs - 105 residencies in 60 counties  
for 1,653 students with disabilities. 

The teaching artist residency program continues to make an impact for students with disabilities statewide.  
This program enables the students to engage in the arts with a trained and experienced teaching artist in 
music, movement, drama and visual art.  During the 8 one hour sessions, students find a new means for 
self-expression and recognize their new found abilities.   
 
This is the sixth year of a unique partnership with the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts of   
Miami- Dade County, Miami- Dade Public Schools and VSAFL who provided 17 performance based and 4 
visual art residencies.  The performing arts residencies culminated in 3 days of performances in front of 
their peers at the Arsht Center.  The visual art residencies included an exhibition at HistoryMiami where the 
students toured the museum and viewed their own creations on display.    
 
In addition to our traditional residency program, three classrooms in Pasco County and four classrooms in 
Duval County participated in a Hand ón Hand residency which included a teaching artist and an artist with a 
disability working with students on individual and collaborative art pieces.  Exhibitions of these works were 
held at Progress Energy Gallery and the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens.  All students had the     
opportunity to visit their respective spaces.  Thanks to Progress Energy Foundation and Gannett        
Foundation for their sponsorship.   
 
Twenty two ArtThread  residencies were completed statewide.  This is an innovative online technology and 
arts based program that combines creative expressions, social networking, 21st century skill-building, 
school ï based enterprise and computer skills for transitional students. View the creations on 
www.vsafl.artthread.org. 

Exemplary Participant Programð62 entries from 21 counties 
 
Each year in Florida, education professionals from around the state are asked to nominate outstanding     
students that either exemplify outstanding work in the arts or personify amazing individual growth through 

their work in the arts. This annual VSAFL program identifies not only specific artists but 
teachers that understand the amazing impact the arts 
make on childrenôs lives.  Out of 62 entries with 21 
counties participating, the winners for 2011-2012 are: 
Uygn-Minh Nguyen from Heritage High School,  
Brevard County nominated by his teacher, Julianna 
Hurt and Jovana Gutierrez, nominated by Edson 
Beckett at Flagler Palm Coast High School, Flagler 
County for their exemplary work in the arts. For their  
personal growth through the arts, Andrew Diaz  
nominated by Robin Kaplan from The Music Room,  
Monroe County and Kyle Walsh from Ridgeview High 
School nominated by Alice Owen, Clay County are 
our winners.  

Jovana Gutierrez 
Kyle Walsh 

  
ñAs the sessions went on, I sensed an excitement from the students 
and noticed they were more focused on their individual projects than in 
seeking confirmation that they were doing the right thing from the      
instructor or other students.  In other words, they were interested in self
-expression rather that what they felt was expected.  I was even told by 
one student that he didnôt need help and ñcould do this his own way.ò - 
Teaching ArtistðCalhoun County 
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Professional Development - 65 Unique Teaching Sessions 

VSA Florida provided ongoing professional development for school personnel, teaching artists, parents, higher 
education students.  Topics included: Inclusion and the Arts, Start with the Arts and Modern Skills for Success.  
In addition, webinars on tips and strategies for including all students in arts activities were hosted by  
experienced teaching artists in their respective fields.  Quarterly conference calls were held to inform teaching 
artists on the latest news from the state and national offices. 
 
VSA Florida also hosted professional development sessions through our Building Audiences through  
Access workshop, whereby participants are introduced to strategies for arts venues to facilitate inclusive  
programming and promote a welcoming environment for patrons.  Three sessions were held last year. 

Community Art Classes  - 7 programs serving 
78 students 

 
VSA Florida offered fee-based after school arts programs 
and school day residency programs for students with and 
without disabilities at various locations around the state.   
Not only have these programs increased in popularity but 
enrollment continues to rise  signifying the greater need for 
art programming for people with disabilities.  Successful 
programs have been established in public and private 
school settings, recreation and community centers and on 
the campus of University of South Florida.  The classes in 
music, movement, drama and visual arts are scheduled for 
at least one hour per week for 4 sessions; however several 
have become year round programs. 

ñMy students are creative! A lot 
of times because they cannot 
formulate thoughts for a topic 
in a written format I mistakenly 
thought they couldnôt create 
their own authentic products.  
It just has to be in a different  
format.ò - Classroom  
TeacherðCollier County 

ñHow musical they are!  Had Drew not 
come into our class I would not have 
known their abilities to appreciate and 
create all kinds of music.  The program 
provided socialization, sensory and   
tactile skills and helped shape musical 
opportunities. The socialization that  
occurred between students was    
amazing.  Students that would normally 
throw items or request to be alone and 
quiet were up dancing, playing          
instruments and positively interacting 
with others when Drew came to class.ò 
- School Administrator - Manatee 
County 


